
Lesson 042

Water From The Rock

Exodus 17:1-6



MEMORY VERSE
PSALM 114:7-8a
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, At the
presence of the God of Jacob, Who turned the rock into a
pool of water...

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A trick birthday candle (one that won’t blow out) and matches.

Gray clay and blue yarn.

A small, baby food jar, water, baby oil, and blue food coloring.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Can’t Blow It
You will need a trick birthday candle (the kind that won’t blow
out!) and matches.  Please read the directions on the candle box.  Be
very careful with the matches and the lit fire with the children.
Have it under your control at ALL times.  Have the children try to
think of things a person could do that would make God stop loving
them.  As they mention it let them try to blow out the candle.  It
will not go out, just as the love of God will not go away.

LESSON TIME!
The children of Israel had some incredible experiences as God took
care of them in the wilderness.  In Exodus chapter 14, they saw the
Red Sea part and they walked through it on dry ground.  They saw
the Egyptian army covered by the Red Sea, the very sea that they
had passed through.  In chapter 15, they tasted the bitter waters
that God made sweet for them.  In chapter 16, they had the
wondrous provision of the manna that would sustain them for the
next 40 years.  God always provides for His children.



Wouldn’t you imagine that such great miracles would build your
faith so much that you would never doubt God again?  Yet, the
Israelites struggled with unbelief on their journey.  We can look at
them and wonder why they didn't believe and trust God, yet how
many times in our own lives after we experience miracles do we
fall into doubt and unbelief about God's care for us?  Once again,
the Israelites would complain and murmur, and once again we will
see the incredible grace and long-suffering of the Lord towards
them, and towards us.  We will also see another picture of our Lord
Jesus in this passage.

EXOD US  17:1
Then  al l  t he  c ongregat i on  o f  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l
s e t  ou t  on  the i r  j ou rney  f rom  the  Wi ldernes s  o f  S in ,
ac c ord ing t o  the  c om m andm ent  o f  the  LORD , and
c am p ed  in  Rep h id im ; bu t  there  w as  no  w ater  f or  the
p eop le  t o  d r ink .

In this verse, we see the children of Israel journeying from the
wilderness of Sin to Rephidim, "according to the commandment of
the Lord" and there was no water for them to drink there.  Did God
make a mistake in His command?  No, He did not.  

This shows us that the path of faith is often a path of trial.  When
we are led by God, we must expect to encounter those things that
are difficult.  

Now, this was no difficulty to God, the one who had parted the Red
Sea, buried the army in it, turned bitter water to sweet, and given
manna from heaven.  He would certainly provide water as readily
as He provided their food, but how soon do we doubt God when we
don’t see His provision for us with our own eyes?  

What we really need to understand is that God Himself is leading us
and knows our needs.  Sometimes He will bring us to "impossible"



places because there is something that He wants to teach us.  God
always provides for His children.

EXOD US  17:2-4
Theref ore  the  p eop le  c on tended  w i th  M oses ,  and
said ,  "G iv e  u s  w at er ,  that  w e  m ay  d r ink ."  And  M oses
said  t o  them , "Why do  you  c on tend  w i th  m e? Why do
you  t em p t  the  LORD ?"  

And  the  p eop le  th i r s t ed  there  f or  w at er ,  and  the
p eop le  m u rm u red  again s t  M oses ,  and  said ,  "Why i s  i t
you  hav e  brou gh t  u s  u p  ou t  o f  Egyp t ,  t o  k i l l  u s  and
ou r  c h i ld ren  and  ou r  l i v es toc k  w i th  th i r s t ?"  

S o  M oses  c r i ed  ou t  t o  the  LORD , s ay ing,  "What  shal l  I
do  w i th  th i s  p eop le? They  are  alm os t  ready  t o  s t one
m e!"

Here we are told that the people “contended” with Moses.  They
challenged Moses to supply them water, almost as if it were a debt
that he could not honor.  Because they had been supplied with
bread, they insisted upon having water too.  Moses told them that
in attacking him, they were attacking the Lord.  They tried God's
patience by speaking against His servant.  They questioned both
God’s goodness and faithfulness.  Moses had been appointed their
leader by God, and he was God's representative to the people.  To
murmur against Moses was to murmur against the Lord.

As their need grew stronger, and no evidence of water was to be
seen, they grew angrier.  They quarreled with Moses for bringing
them out of Egypt, as though instead of delivering them, he
planned to let them all die in the wilderness.  How quickly they
leaned on the circumstances and their own understanding than on
the arm of their Almighty Deliverer.



What was the end result of their foolishness?  They had come to the
place where they were ready to stone Moses.  How often does sin
cause us to believe that the blame lies somewhere besides on us?  In
their "evil heart of unbelief" (Hebrews 3:12) they were driven to
accuse the one who had laid down his life for them.  When we are
unthankful and complaining a door is opened wide for the enemy’s
lies.  We begin to truly believe that our problems are someone else’s
fault.  Then by blaming others and complaining we are really
saying we don’t trust God and we don’t like how He is doing things.
We think we are smarter.

What was Moses' response?  He did not attack the people or rebuke
them for their sin, but we see this man of God going to the very
source of his strength, Almighty God.  He cried out to the Lord,
"What shall I do?"  Moses cried, indicating the depth of his request
and the earnestness of it.  He did not know what to do, and he
admitted it.  How many times do we go on in our own strength,
trying to fix the situation, usually creating more of a mess, rather
than just coming to the Lord and admitting our utter weakness and
inability to "fix" it?  God always provides for His children.

EXOD US  17:5-6
And  the  LORD  said  t o  M oses ,  "Go  on  bef ore  the
p eop le ,  and  t ake  w i th  you  som e o f  the  e lders  o f
I s rae l .  Al so  t ake  in  you r  hand  you r  rod  w i th  w h i c h
you  s t ru c k  the  r i v er ,  and  go .  

"Beho ld ,  I  w i l l  s t and  bef ore  you  there  on  the  roc k  in
Horeb;  and  you  shal l  s t r i ke  the  roc k ,  and  w ater  w i l l
c om e ou t  o f  i t ,  t hat  the  p eop le  m ay  d r ink ."  And
M oses  d id  so  in  the  s i gh t  o f  the  e lders  o f  I s rae l .

Here we see that as this great leader came to the Lord for his need
in dealing with the people, realizing his own lack of ability to deal
with them, God graciously answered Moses.  When we come to God



in prayer with our needs, we can be assured that He does answer
us.  God always provides for His children.

God told Moses to go before the people, even though they wanted
to stone him, yet Moses knew God was with him and would protect
him.  He was to take the elders with him, and also his rod, the same
rod used in God's judgment of Egypt.  Yet, this time the rod was not
going to be used to pass judgment on the children of Israel, though
they deserved it, but it would be used to satisfy their need for
water.  What wonderful patience God has with His people.

The Rock
Make a “rock” out of gray clay with several strands of blue yarn
“flowing” from it.  If you want, have the children make rocks too,
so they can take them home as a reminder of the power of God.

God then told Moses that He would "stand before you there upon
the rock in Horeb."  What a beautiful promise from God to Moses
that He would stand before Him.  Then Moses was told to "strike
the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.”
What a beautiful type of Jesus Christ is this picture (see 1
Corinthians 10:1-4).  We see the rock being hit, speaking of the
death of the Lord Jesus.  The rock was hit by the rod of Moses; the
same rod which in the hand of Moses had been the symbol of
judgment (Exodus 4:3; 7:17).

The elders of Israel witnessed the smiting of the rock, just as the
Pharisees witnessed Jesus' death.  Also, God Himself stood upon the
rock while it was smitten (verse 6).  One thing that is awesome to
consider is the fact that it was the people's sins that led to the
smiting of the rock, just as our sins led to the smiting of the Rock
of our salvation, Jesus.

Just as the water flowed out of the rock to meet the need of the
people, so grace flows from our Rock to meet each of our needs.  In



John 7:37-38, Jesus said, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me,
and drink.  He that believes on Me, as the Scripture has said, out of
his belly shall flow rivers of living water."  The water flowing from
the rock is a beautiful type of the Holy Spirit which fills us and
refreshes us as God's children.

EXOD US  17:7
S o  he  c al l ed  the  nam e o f  the  p l ac e  M as sah  and
M er ibah ,  bec au se  o f  the  c on ten t ion  o f  the  c h i ld ren
of  I s rae l ,  and  bec au se  they  t em p ted  the  LORD ,
say ing,  " I s  the  LORD  am ong u s  or  not ?"

Moses named the place Massah, meaning “temptation,” because
they tempted God; and Meribah, meaning "strife."  There was a
name given as a remembrance of their sin, both for the disgrace of
the sinners and for a warning to their children not to commit the
same sins as their parents.  So, in this passage, we truly see God's
love and forbearance for His people.  God always provides for
His children.

Though they murmured and complained, accused Moses and God,
He graciously extended to them mercy and grace beyond
comprehension.  Truly, where sin abounds, grace much more
abounds.  We may see in this that God wants us to be dependent
upon Him for everything.  Even in our most difficult situations,
God can open fountains for our supply, "waters in the wilderness"
(Isaiah 43:20).  Remember, God always provides for His children,
just because He loves us.

What a Reminder
In a small baby food jar mix water with a little baby oil and blue
food coloring.  Glue the lid on.  This can be passed around just to
remind them of the water that came from the rock as you talk
about it.



PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s faithful
provision.  If there are any children who have not yet responded to
the gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




