
Lesson 073

Samuel Is Called

1 Samuel 3:1-20



MEMORY VERSE
1 SAMUEL 3:19
“So Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none
of his words fall to the ground.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Before class make two copies each of the fingerprints from one of
your hands (two copies of a thumb print, two copies of an index
finger print, etc.), paper, washable markers and/or ink stamp pads.

Several different types of leaves, a basket, paper and crayons.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Mirror Image
Tell the class that today some of them are going to be mirrors.
What this means is that they will do exactly the same thing as their
partner.  If they make any mistake their turn is over.  Have the
children form pairs.  Let each pair stand face to face about 3 or 4
feet apart.  Let one lead for a few minutes then switch.  They must
try to be “mirror images” and copy each other exactly.  Have the
child who is not the mirror do some different activities such as
pretending to eat a hamburger, washing their face or combing their
hair.  Make up some fun and difficult ones.  

After everyone has had a turn, gather the children together and ask
them if it was hard to be the mirror.  Let them comment on what it
was like playing the game.  Then explain that it is hard to be
someone that you are not.  God has made us exactly the way He
wants us.  He has a plan for our life just like Samuel.  We shouldn’t
try to be someone else, but ask the Lord to show us who He wants
us to be.  God has a special purpose for our lives.



LESSON TIME!
We saw last week in our lesson that Eli the priest had two very
unruly sons who had no respect for God’s holy tabernacle and His
people.  Unfortunately, their disobedience would finally bring
judgment upon Eli’s house.  In the midst of all this darkness in
Israel’s leadership, God was raising up a very special boy by the
name of Samuel.  He was a light in the dark times of the people.  

But could God use a young boy for His purposes?  We will see that
He did.  And God can use each one of us for His purposes if we will
let Him.  We will learn in our lesson today that God has a special
purpose for our lives.

1 S AM UEL 3:1
Then  the  boy  S am u el  m in i s t ered  t o  the  LORD  bef ore
El i .  And  the  w ord  o f  the  LORD  w as  rare  in  those  days ;
there  w as  no  w idesp read  rev e l at i on .

In verse 1 we are told that “the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord
before Eli.”  It is interesting to note that Samuel is described as a
boy. He wasn’t very old, but He was still ministering to the Lord.
Sometimes we can think that we are too young to be used by God in
His work because we are children.  But we learn from Samuel’s life
that this is never true.  God’s calling is not dependent upon
someone’s age, but upon their willingness to minister to (or serve)
Him.  God has a special purpose for our lives.

We also see that the word of the Lord had become rare in Israel, and
“prophecy was not widespread.”  While it is true that God had
promised His people that He would send prophets to make known
His will at all times, the unbelief and disobedience of the people
meant that God withdrew from His people in communicating to
them.  They refused to obey His word and worshiped idols, so God
stopped speaking to them.  May our hearts never become that hard
that we won’t listen to God’s word!  What a sad condition for a



nation to be living under when they could be so blessed.  God so
desires to love and bless His people, but He will not allow them to
have any idols before Him.

1 S AM UEL 3:2-9
And  i t  c am e to  p as s  at  that  t im e ,  w h i l e  El i  w as  l y ing
dow n  in  h i s  p l ac e ,  and  w hen  h i s  eyes  had  begu n  to
grow  so  d im  that  he  c ou ld  not  s ee ,

and  bef ore  the  l am p  o f  God  w en t  ou t  in  the
t abernac l e  o f  the  LORD  w here  the  ark  o f  God  w as ,
and  w h i l e  S am u el  w as  l y ing dow n ,

that  the  LORD  c al l ed  S am u el .  And  he  answ ered ,  "Here
I  am !"

S o  he  ran  t o  El i  and  said ,  "Here  I  am , f or  you  c al l ed
m e."  And  he  said ,  " I  d id  not  c al l ;  l i e  dow n  again ."
And  he  w en t  and  l ay  dow n .

Then  the  LORD  c al l ed  yet  again ,  "S am u el !"  S o  S am u el
arose  and  w en t  t o  El i ,  and  said ,  "Here  I  am , f or  you
c al l ed  m e."  He  answ ered ,  " I  d id  not  c al l ,  m y  son ;  l i e
dow n  again ."

(N ow  S am u el  d id  not  yet  know  the  LORD , nor  w as  the
w ord  o f  the  LORD  yet  rev eal ed  t o  h im .)

And  the  LORD  c al l ed  S am u el  again  the  th i rd  t im e .
Then  he  arose  and  w en t  t o  El i ,  and  said ,  "Here  I  am ,
f or  you  d id  c al l  m e ."  Then  El i  p erc e iv ed  that  the
LORD  had  c al l ed  the  boy .

Theref ore  El i  s aid  t o  S am u el ,  "Go ,  l i e  dow n ;  and  i t
shal l  be ,  i f  He  c al l s  you ,  that  you  m u s t  s ay ,  'S p eak ,



LORD , f or  You r  s erv an t  hears . '  "  S o  S am u el  w en t  and
lay  dow n  in  h i s  p l ac e .

Here we have Samuel and Eli in bed for the night and God begins to
speak.  And to whom does God speak?  He doesn’t speak to Eli, but
to the boy Samuel!  Imagine God calling us by our names.  Would
that frighten you?  God loves us very much and knows all of us by
name.  He may not speak to us in a voice that we hear with our ears,
but He is still speaking today through the Bible and His Holy Spirit.
He desires to speak to us because He loves us.  

Because Samuel heard his name being called we know that he was
listening.  When we listen for God we can hear Him because He
loves to talk to us.  At first Samuel thought that it was Eli who
called him, so he went to Eli.  But Eli told him to go back to bed
because he had not called him.  This was repeated two more times.
When Samuel came to Eli the third time, Eli realized that it was the
Lord calling Samuel and told him that if the call was repeated to
say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.”

Whenever we hear the Lord speaking to us in our lives what should
we do?  First of all we should listen for His voice.  Then when we
hear Him we should say the same thing that Samuel did, “Speak,
Lord, I’m listening.”  Then we need to do whatever it is that He is
speaking to us.  Obedience is a very important part of listening.

Fingerprint Match Game
Before class make two fingerprints of each finger from one hand
onto a sheet of paper.  You will have two thumb prints alike, two
index finger prints, etc.  Leave enough space in between so that you
can enlarge them for the game.  Enlarge the prints on a copy
machine and make into 10 squares of equal size.  Lay out the ten
squares in the middle of the floor (fingerprint side down).  Have
everyone sit in a circle and take turns picking up just two cards.  If
a child makes a match they can keep the cards.  



After playing a couple of rounds of match game allow the children
to do their own fingerprints (using washable ink pads or markers)
onto their activity sheets.  Next, have the children compare
fingerprints with the other children.  Are any two alike?
Fingerprints are so different that we use them to identify who we
are.  No two are alike.  It is the same with us.  God has created no
two of us exactly the same.  He wants to use us for His purposes and
plans.   God has a special purpose for our lives.

1 S AM UEL 3:10-18
N ow  the  LORD  c am e and  s tood  and  c al l ed  as  at  o ther
t im es ,  "S am u el ! S am u el !"  And  S am u el  answ ered ,
"S p eak ,  f or  You r  s erv an t  hears ."

Then  the  LORD  said  t o  S am u el :  "Beho ld ,  I  w i l l  do
som eth ing in  I s rae l  at  w h i c h  both  ears  o f  ev eryone
w ho hears  i t  w i l l  t i ngl e .

" In  that  day  I  w i l l  p er f orm  again s t  El i  a l l  t hat  I  hav e
sp oken  c onc ern ing h i s  hou se ,  f rom  beginn ing t o  end .

"For  I  hav e  t o ld  h im  that  I  w i l l  j u dge  h i s  hou se
f orev er  f or  the  in iqu i t y  w h i c h  he  know s ,  bec au se  h i s
sons  m ade them se lv es  v i l e ,  and  he  d id  not  res t rain
them .

"And  theref ore  I  hav e  sw orn  t o  the  hou se  o f  El i  t hat
the  in iqu i t y  o f  El i ' s  hou se  shal l  no t  be  atoned  f or  by
sac r i f i c e  or  o f f er ing f orev er ."

S o  S am u el  l ay  dow n  u n t i l  m orn ing,  and  op ened  the
doors  o f  the  hou se  o f  the  LORD . And  S am u el  w as
af raid  t o  t e l l  El i  t he  v i s i on .

Then  El i  c al l ed  S am u el  and  said ,  "S am u el ,  m y  son !"
And  he  answ ered ,  "Here  I  am ."



And  he  said ,  "What  i s  the  w ord  that  the  Lord  sp oke  t o
you ? Pl ease  do  not  h ide  i t  f rom  m e.  God  do  so  t o  you ,
and  m ore  al so ,  i f  you  h ide  anyth ing f rom  m e o f  al l
the  th ings  that  He  said  t o  you ."

Then  S am u el  t o ld  h im  ev ery th ing,  and  h id  noth ing
f rom  h im . And  he  said ,  " I t  i s  the  LORD . Le t  Him  do
w hat  s eem s  good  to  Him ."

When Samuel lay down again, we are told that “the Lord came and
stood and called as at other times.”  God stood before Samuel, so he
knew it was not just a dream.  And Samuel was obedient to Eli’s
instructions in answering the Lord.  How wonderful that Samuel
acknowledges that he is God’s servant, because that is so necessary
to be able to know the will of God.  Samuel was ready to listen to
the Lord.  In our own lives we must always be sure we have the
heart of a servant and that we are listening to what He says to us.
That means having a quiet time with the Lord, for there are so
many things that can distract our attention away from Him. God
has a special purpose for our lives.

Now the message God gives to Samuel is to announce that God was
going to carry out the judgment that He said He would against the
house of Eli.  Now, God didn’t come to tell Samuel that he would
become a great man and a blessing to Israel so that his eyes would
be on his own greatness.  Samuel was to have a respect for God’s
service.  

As we saw in our last lesson, Eli did not discipline his sons for their
sins.  Because of that it became Eli’s sin.  In verse 14, God says He
would not revoke the sentence for He backed it with an oath; “I
have sworn to the house of Eli;” and God will not go back from what
He has sworn to do.  

Now it seems that Samuel slept until the morning and when he saw
Eli, he was afraid to tell him of the message he received from God.



He knew that it was a message of judgment and didn’t know how Eli
might react.  Samuel was finally called by Eli and asked about the
divine revelation he had received.  Samuel told him everything,
without holding back anything.  Eli bowed in resignation to God’s
will.  

What Samuel told Eli only confirmed what God had already made
known to him through a prophet.  But his reply proves that with all
his weakness and indulgences towards his wicked sons, Eli was
devoted to the Lord in his heart.  And we see in Samuel also, that
though he loved Eli, he still had the courage and the power to
proclaim the word of the Lord without fear.  Obedience is so
important is serving the Lord.

1 S AM UEL 3:19,20
S o  S am u el  grew ,  and  the  LORD  w as  w i th  h im  and  l e t
none  o f  h i s  w ords  f al l  t o  the  grou nd .

And  al l  I s rae l  f rom  D an  to  Beersheba knew  that
S am u el  had  been  es t abl i shed  as  a p rop het  o f  the
LORD .

So now we see Samuel “grew and the Lord was with him and let
none of his words fall to the ground.”  God left no word unfulfilled
that He spoke through Samuel.  God honored Samuel, and
continued to reveal Himself to Samuel.  Samuel had been faithful
in delivering the first message that God had given him even though
it was difficult.  So because of Samuel’s obedience this first time,
God continued to use him.  Of course Samuel was available and
listening.  All of Israel also honored him.  They knew that Samuel
was called to be a prophet.  God has a special purpose for our
lives.

So we see in Samuel’s life that even though he was a boy, God spoke
to him. He called him by name.  God knows each of us by our
names, and loves us very much.  Samuel was listening and obeyed



the Lord, even though it might have been difficult.  But through his
faithfulness and obedience, God used this young boy greatly his
whole life.  God desires to use each and every one of us.  Are you
listening?  God has a special purpose for our lives.

Uniqueness In God’s Creation
Gather leaves (a variety) and give children white paper and peeled
crayons so they can color with the sides.  Place leaves in a pretty
basket in center of table.  If you have a larger class you may need
two or three baskets for the leaves and make smaller groups of five
or six children.  

Have the children pick out some leaves and place them under the
white paper.  Next, have them trace over the leaves using the side
of the crayons.  An image of the leaf will appear onto the paper.  

Explain that God could have made all leaves the same, why didn’t
He?  He could have made us all alike too, but He didn’t!  God has
created each one of us uniquely with special abilities and gifts. God
has a special purpose for our lives.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving that the Lord has a
special plan for their lives and commitment to seek the Lord’s will
and obey whatever the Lord would have them to do.  If there are
any children who have not yet responded to the gospel, give them
opportunity to do so.




