
Lesson 203

Turn Back To God

Malachi



MEMORY VERSE
MALACHI 2:17
“You have wearied the LORD with your words; yet you say,
‘in what way have we wearied Him?’  In that you say,
everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD,
and He delights in them,’ or ‘Where is the God of justice?’”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Pink construction paper, scissors, a marker, magazine pictures of
toys, etc. pre-cut before class.

As many copies of the “Memory Verse Decoding” template as
children in your class.

ATTENTION GETTER!

“What’s In Your Heart” Object Lesson
We are going to be learning today that what is in our hearts is
important to God when we worship Him.  Before class prepare two
large hearts (1 foot x 1 foot) from pink construction paper.  Write
“Jesus” in large letters on both hearts.  During the week cut out
pictures from magazines of things that children do or play with
(example: toys, TV, video games, computers, friends, pets, etc.).  

When class begins pull out one of the hearts.  Explain that this
heart represents our hearts.  Jesus lives inside of our hearts, but
sometimes during the week other things can get into our hearts.
Begin to paste on the magazine cutouts with glue stick covering the
name of Jesus.  When all of the pictures are glued on, explain to the
children that sometimes other things become more important that
worshiping Jesus and after a while Jesus can be forgotten.  This is
what happens to the nation of Judah in our lesson today.  God
wanted them to return to Him with their hearts.  God wants us to
worship Him with our whole hearts.  There should be no room in



our hearts for anything else other than Jesus.  If there is, we just
need to turn back to Jesus and He will cleanse our hearts again.
With the second pink heart glue and cover over the heart with the
magazine pictures on it.  Say, “Let us look at what God has to say to
a people who had a lot of other things in their hearts besides the
Lord.”

LESSON TIME!
Malachi is the last of the Minor Prophets and closes out the Old
Testament.  The Jews had returned from captivity in Babylon and
have been in the land for about 100 years.  The people under the
leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah had turned to God and
worshiped Him.  They rebuilt the temple that was destroyed by the
Babylonians and rebuilt the walls around Jerusalem.

But the revival did not last very long.  After only a few years the
nation of Judah began to turn back to their old ways of sin.  God
raised up a man from the tribe of Levi named Malachi to speak to
His people.  God wanted His people to turn back to Him.  God’s
people were going through the motions of serving Him, but their
hearts were not in it.  Kind of like if we come to church every
Sunday and sing worship songs and listen to the Bible lessons, but
our hearts and our minds are somewhere else.  We need to
remember that God wants our hearts to be right when w e
worship Him.

The words that the Lord gave to Malachi and that are recorded for
us in His book are the last words spoken by God in the Old
Testament.  After this prophecy the Lord is silent for 400 years
until the prophet John the Baptist is raised up by God to bring in
the time of the Messiah.

M ALACHI  1:9-14
“Bu t  now  en t reat  God ’s  f av or ,  that  He  m ay  be
grac iou s  t o  u s .   Wh i l e  th i s  i s  be ing done  by  you r



hands ,  w i l l  He  ac c ep t  you  f av orably?” s ays  the  LORD
of  hos t s .

“Who i s  there  ev en  am ong you  w ho  w ou ld  shu t  the
doors ,  so  that  you  w ou ld  not  k ind l e  f i re  on  M y al t ar
in  v ain ? I  hav e  no  p l easu re  in  you ,” s ays  the  LORD  o f
hos t s ,  “nor  w i l l  I  ac c ep t  an  o f f er ing f rom  you r
hands .

For  f rom  the  r i s ing o f  the  su n ,  ev en  t o  i t s  go ing
dow n , M y nam e shal l  be  great  am ong the  Gen t i l es ;  In
ev ery  p l ac e  inc ense  shal l  be  o f f ered  t o  M y nam e,  and
a p u re  o f f er ing;  f or  M y nam e shal l  be  great  am ong
the  nat i ons ,” s ays  the  LORD  o f  hos t s .

“Bu t  you  p ro f ane  i t ,  i n  that  you  say ,  ‘The  t abl e  o f  the
LORD  i s  def i l ed ;  and  i t s  f ru i t ,  i t s  f ood ,  i s
c on tem p t ibl e . ’

You  al so  say ,  ‘Oh ,  w hat  a w ear ines s !’  and  you  sneer  at
i t ,” s ays  the  LORD  o f  hos t s .  “and  you  br ing the
s to l en ,  the  l am e,  and  the  s i c k ;  thu s  you  br ing an
of f er ing! S hou ld  I  ac c ep t  th i s  f rom  you r  hand?” says
the  LORD .

“Bu t  c u rsed  be  the  dec e iv er  w ho  has  in  h i s  f l oc k  a
m ale ,  and  t akes  a v ow ,  bu t  s ac r i f i c es  t o  the  Lord
w hat  i s  bl em i shed— f or  I  am  a great  King,” s ays  the
LORD  o f  hos t s ,  “and  M y nam e i s  t o  be  f eared  am ong
the  nat i ons .”

These first verses that we are going to look at is God speaking to the
priests of Malachi’s day.  They are the leaders of the people.  They
continued to burn sacrifices and do all of the religious things that
they were supposed to do, but their hearts were very far from God.



They thought that they were OK by doing different rituals, but God
said that He would not accept their offerings.

They would go to the temple and make their sacrifices yet live
their lives the way that they wanted to.  The priests were also
selfish in that they would keep the good animals for their own gain
and bring the sick or lame animals to sacrifice to the Lord.  They
were not bringing in their best.

God even says that the Gentiles who do not worship the true God
will sacrifice to their gods better sacrifices.  God’s people would
even talk among themselves and say that serving God is
“weariness” and they would talk bad about God’s sacrifices and the
things that He wanted the people to do.

How sad it is to think that people can “act” like they are serving
God when they are really only serving themselves.  We also have to
be careful because we can fall into the same trap.  We need to
examine our hearts to make sure that we have a real relationship
with Jesus and are not just going through the motions.  God wants
our hearts to be right when we worship Him.

M ALACHI  2:7-9
“For  the  l i p s  o f  a p r i es t  shou ld  keep  know ledge ,  and
p eop le  shou ld  s eek  the  l aw  f rom  h i s  m ou th ;  f or  he  i s
the  m es senger  o f  the  LORD  o f  hos t s .

Bu t  you  hav e  dep ar t ed  f rom  the  w ay ;  you  hav e
c au sed  m any  to  s tu m ble  at  the  l aw .   You  hav e
c orru p ted  the  c ov enan t  o f  Lev i ,” s ays  the  LORD  o f
hos t s .

“Theref ore  I  a l so  hav e  m ade you  c on tem p t ibl e  and
base  bef ore  al l  t he  p eop le ,  bec au se  you  hav e  not  kep t
M y w ays  bu t  hav e  show n  p ar t i al i t y  in  the  l aw .”



Again, God is describing here the disobedience of the leaders of
God’s people during this time.  He says that the priests should be
the ones who are teaching the Word of God to the people.  That the
words contained in the Holy Scriptures should be what the leaders
are speaking.  He even calls them a messenger of the LORD, but the
leaders were not teaching God’s Word to the people.  In fact, the
things that they were saying were making the people stumble and
sin!  How sad that the leaders were leading the people away from
God.  God also says that He would judge them because they did not
faithfully teach the people His Word.

Being a teacher is a very important responsibility before God.
People today who are leaders and teachers in God’s church need to
be careful to make sure that they are teaching God’s Word only and
not their own opinion.  God will always bless His Word and those
who faithfully teach it.  God wants our hearts to be right when
we worship Him.

Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing
The nation of Judah did not have good leaders.  They were more
interested in their own gain than in the spiritual health of the
people.  Play this variation of “Red Light/Green Light” to remind
the children about false teachers and “wolves in sheep’s clothing.”

Before class, choose one child secretly and tell them that they will
be the wolf.  Do not let anyone else in the class know.  Tell the class
that they are going to play a game of “Red Light/Green Light.”  But
the only problem is that someone in the group is a wolf.  They do
not know who it is and the wolf looks like everyone else.  When you
say “green light” all of the children should move forward.  When
you say, “red light” all of the children should stop.  The wolf will
then be able to take one additional step and tag as many children
as they can.  The wolf will then be revealed and play will continue
until either the wolf tags all of the players or someone has made it



to the finish line.  Give instructions to the child who is the wolf
that they should try to tag as many other children as possible.

Sit down with the children and explain that in Malachi’s time, like
today everyone who says that they are one of God’s leaders does
not always have a heart after God.  We need to be careful that they
are not “a wolf in sheep’s clothing.”  Ask, “What are some ways that
we can tell who are really God’s leaders and who are wolves?”
Some possible answers are that true leaders will teach God’s Word.
What they say will line up with God’s Word.  They will love the
people.  They will demonstrate the fruit of the Holy Spirit in their
lives.  Just as the wolf in the game was revealed God has His ways of
eventually revealing who are His teachers and who are not.

M ALACHI  3:6-12
“For  I  am  the  LORD , I  do  not  c hange ;  theref ore  you
are  not  c onsu m ed ,  O sons  o f  J ac ob.

 Yet  f rom  the  days  o f  you r  f athers  you  hav e  gone
aw ay  f rom  M y ord inanc es  and  hav e  not  kep t  them .
Retu rn  t o  M e ,  and  I  w i l l  r e tu rn  t o  you ,” s ays  the
LORD  o f  hos t s .   “Bu t  you  said ,  ‘ In  w hat  w ay  shal l  w e
retu rn?’

“Wi l l  a  m an  rob God?  Yet  you  hav e  robbed  M e! Bu t
you  say ,  ‘ In  w hat  w ay  hav e  w e  robbed  You ?’  In  t i thes
and  o f f er ings .

You  are  c u rsed  w i th  a c u rse ,  f or  you  hav e  robbed  M e,
ev en  th i s  w ho le  nat i on .

Br ing al l  t he  t i thes  in to  the  s t orehou se ,  that  there
m ay  be  f ood  in  M y hou se ,  and  t ry  M e now  in  th i s ,”
says  the  LORD  o f  hos t s ,  “i f  I  w i l l  no t  op en  f or  you
the  w indow s  o f  heav en  and  p ou r  ou t  f or  you  su c h



bles s ing that  there  w i l l  no t  be  room  enou gh  to
rec e iv e  i t .

“And  I  w i l l  r ebu ke  the  dev ou rer  f or  you r  sakes ,  so
that  he  w i l l  no t  des t roy  the  f ru i t  o f  you r  grou nd ,  nor
shal l  the  v ine  f ai l  t o  bear  f ru i t  f or  you  in  the  f i e ld ,”
says  the  LORD  o f  hos t s ;

And  al l  nat i ons  w i l l  c al l  you  bl es sed ,  f or  you  w i l l  be
a de l i gh t f u l  l and ,” s ays  the  LORD  o f  hos t s .

God is now addressing His people.  He recounts their history of
straying away from Him, but assures them that if they would
simply return, He would return to them.  God is patient and loving
toward His people Israel, just as He is toward us.  God is never the
one who leaves, but sometimes we drift away from Him and His
plans for our lives.  God is so faithful!  When we realize that we
have left His side, we can always return to Him.

Then God shares with the people concerning their disobedience in
the area of giving.  He says that the people have robbed God.  He
says that how the people have robbed God is in the area of tithes
and offerings.  In fact they removed themselves from God’s
blessing because they refused to be faithful in their giving to God.
Apparently the people were refusing to bring tithes and offerings
from their increase to the Lord as He had commanded.

The people wanted to keep the money for themselves and spend it
however they wanted to.  The interesting thing is that God never
needed their money. How they used their money indicated what
was in their hearts.  Because they would refuse to part with money
it showed that money was more important in their hearts than God
was.  Giving serves the same purpose today.  We give to the work of
the Lord because we love Jesus and are responding to His love for
us.



The people must have felt like they were putting their money into
pockets with holes.  They were not enjoying the fruits of their
labors.  Their greed had caused them to not be able to enjoy their
resources.  God also told them to test them in this area.  This is the
only place in the Bible that God says to “test” him.  He tells them
that if they would be obedient in the area of giving and do it from
their hearts that He would greatly bless them.

It is also true for us today.  In any area of our lives, when we choose
to be obedient to the Lord we will be greatly blessed.  God promises
that if we seek first His kingdom and His righteousness that He
would provide for all of our needs (Matthew 6:33).  God desires to
bless His children.  It does not mean that we will always have
everything we want, but it does mean that we will always be cared
for in every way.  God wants our hearts to be right when w e
worship Him.

M ALACHI  3:13-15
“You r  w ords  hav e  been  harsh  again s t  M e ,” s ays  the
LORD , “Yet  you  say ,  ‘What  hav e  w e  sp oken  again s t
You ?’

You  hav e  said ,  ‘ I t  i s  u se l es s  t o  s erv e  God ;  w hat  p ro f i t
i s  i t  t hat  w e  hav e  kep t  Hi s  ord inanc e ,  and  that  w e
hav e  w alked  as  m ou rners  bef ore  the  LORD  o f  hos t s ?

S o  now  w e c al l  the  p rou d  bl es sed ,  f or  those  w ho  do
w ic kednes s  are  rai s ed  u p ;  they  ev en  t em p t  God  and
go  f ree . ’”

The people were also disobedient in how they spoke to one another
about God.  It is interesting that the people seemed to be guilty of
the same things that the leaders were.  The leaders held back the
sacrifices and did not give the best.  The people were holding back
on their tithes and offerings.  The leaders were speaking badly of



the Lord and not faithfully teaching His Word.  The people were
also talking about how it was a waste of time to serve God and why
bother serving God.

God’s people needed to repent, but the leaders needed to as well
and really should have taken the lead in repenting.  They were
robbing themselves of God’s blessing.  He desires to help His
people, but He also wants His people to worship Him from their
hearts and not just go through the motions.

We also need to look in our hearts and ask ourselves why we serve
God.  Is it because we feel like if we do certain “religious” things
that we will go to heaven?  Or is it because Jesus lives inside of our
hearts and we love Him with all of our heart and want to give Him
all of our life?  God wants our hearts to be right when w e
worship Him.

M ALACHI  3:16-18
Then  those  w ho  f eared  the  LORD  sp oke  t o  one
another ,  and  the  LORD  l i s t ened  and  heard  them ; so  a
book  o f  rem em branc e  w as  w r i t t en  bef ore  Him  f or
those  w ho  f ear  the  LORD  and  w ho  m ed i t at e  on  Hi s
nam e.

“They  shal l  be  M ine ,” s ays  the  LORD  o f  hos t s ,  “On  the
day  that  I  m ake  them  M y j ew el s . And  I  w i l l  sp are
them  as  a m an  sp ares  h i s  ow n  son  w ho  serv es  h im .”

Then  you  shal l  again  d i s c ern  betw een  the  r i gh t eou s
and  the  w i c ked ,  betw een  one  w ho  serv es  God  and  one
w ho does  not  s erv e  Him .

Malachi’s message must have really stirred the people, especially
those people who really loved the Lord and did worship Him from
a pure heart.  As they shared with one another we are told that the



Lord listened.  Is that not such a comfort to know that the Lord
listens to us?

So the Lord begins to keep a book of remembrance.  It was for all
those who feared Him and meditated on His name.  There must
have been a certain group who did serve Him from their hearts.
God knows who are really His and He is longing to bless those who
are serving Him with the right heart.  He even says that He will one
day make them His jewels.

It is such a blessing to see what comes from a life of obedience.  If
we would only listen to the Lord’s Word and obey Him our lives will
be so very blessed now as well as in the life to come.  There is
nothing else that can compare to this life in Jesus.  We can start at
any time by just asking Jesus to come into our hearts.  Then our
names will be written in the Book of Life and a book of
remembrance will be kept for us.

It kind of makes you think of a loving father who keeps a journal of
all of the special moments that he has with his children.  God keeps
track of all of those special times with Him.  He knows His children
and desires to bless us.  God wants our hearts to be right when
we worship Him.

M ALACHI  4:1-3
“For  beho ld ,  the  day  i s  c om ing,  bu rn ing l i k e  an  ov en ,
and  al l  t he  p rou d ,  yes ,  al l  w ho  do  w i c ked ly  w i l l  be
s tu bble .   And  the  day  w h i c h  i s  c om ing shal l  bu rn
them  u p ,” s ays  the  LORD  o f  hos t s ,  “That  w i l l  l eav e
them  ne i ther  root  nor  branc h .

Bu t  t o  you  w ho  f ear  M y nam e the  S u n  o f
R igh teou snes s  shal l  ar i s e  w i th  heal ing in  Hi s  w ings ;
and  you  shal l  go  ou t  and  grow  f at  l i k e  s t al l - f ed
c alv es .



You  shal l  t ram p le  the  w i c ked ,  f or  they  shal l  be  ashes
u nder  the  so l es  o f  you r  f ee t  on  the  day  that  I  do
th i s ,” s ays  the  LORD  o f  hos t s .

In the final chapter of Malachi we have a prophecy of the Second
Coming of Jesus.  We are told that there is a day coming that will be
burning like an oven.  This day will be a Day of Judgment for those
who do not have their names written in the Book of Life.  They will
spend their eternity separated from God.

For those who belong to God our eternity will be filled with being in
the presence of God.  Jesus is returning for His people, you and I if
you know Jesus.  He will establish His kingdom here on this earth
and we will live with Him forever.  What a wonderful day that will
be.  Come quickly Lord!

Memory Verse Decoding
Use the enclosed template.  You will need to make one copy for
each child.  Follow the directions on the sheet.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer asking the Lord for a fresh filling of
His Holy Spirit to help them to live their lives in obedience to the
Lord, from their hearts.  

If there are any children who have not yet responded to the gospel,
give them opportunity to do so.



Template – Memory Verse Decoding

M i xe d i n  w i th toda y ’ s me mory  v e rse  y ou w i l l  f i n d a l l  k i n ds of  othe r thi n g s tha t ca n  f i l l  our he a rts.
Usi n g  the  code  a t the  be g i n n i n g  of  e a ch p hra se ,  cross out tha t n umbe r of  w ords a n d sk i p  the  n e xt.
Wha t w i l l  re ma i n  i s toda y ’ s me mory  v e rse .   F or e xa mp le :  If  the  code  i s 3-3-2  the n  y ou w ould cross out
3 w ords,  ci rcle  the  n e xt w ord,  cross out the  n e xt 3 w ords,  ci rcle  the  n e xt w ord a n d cross out the  n e xt 2
w ords a n d ci rcle  the  n e xt w ord.   C on ti n ue  i n  thi s p a tte rn  un ti l  the  me mory  v e rse  re ma i n s.

(Code 3- 3- 2)

can dy toys  gam es Y ou dog cat tur tle have vi deo TV wear i ed can dy

fr i en ds  play the gum  cak e cook i es  Lor d bi cycle r ol ler - blades  w i th

footbal l  basebal l  soccer  your  toys  cat TV wor ds

(Code 1- 2- 3)

vi deo Y et com puter  cook i es  you bi cycle tur tle ham ster  say cak e In

r ol ler - blades  soccer  what dog toys  basebal l  way gam es have fr i en ds

play we gum  TV footbal l  wear i ed com puter  Hi m

(Code 3- 1- 2)

footbal l  bi cycle toys  In  ham ster  that com puter  cak e you cook i es

can dy dog say gum  ever yon e vi deo basebal l  who gam es toys  can dy

does basebal l  evi l  cook i es  bi cycle i s  r ol ler - blades  TV gam es good

ham ster  i n  toys  cat the dog ham ster  tur tle s i ght can dy of  gam es

footbal l  the gam es gum  com puter  Lor d TV an d toys  can dy He

r ol ler - blades  basebal l  cook i es  del i ghts  cak e i n  TV toys  them




