
Lesson 309

Shipwreck At Malta

Acts 27:13-28:16



MEMORY VERSE
PSALM 91:14-15
Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will
deliver him; I will set him on high, because he has known
My name.  He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I
will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor
him.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Short pieces of rope, chairs, crackers in a Ziploc bag, a spray bottle
with water, four large cut-out paper anchors each attached to a
long string, a folded paper boat, various boxes for cargo, a tape of
lots of wind and storm noises (this is easily made by blowing into a
tape recorder, shaking a cookie sheet for thunder, a squeaky door
for creaking timbers on the boat, and crackling a piece of wadded
paper for the sound of rain).

Club soda or sprite, modeling clay (a very tiny amount), and a clear
drinking glass.

Colored construction paper, scissors, and markers.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Shipwreck at Sunday School
You will need short pieces of rope, chairs, crackers in a Ziploc bag,
a spray bottle with water, four large cut-out paper anchors each
attached to a long string, a folded paper boat, various boxes for
cargo, a tape of lots of wind and storm noises (this is easily made
by blowing into a tape recorder, shaking a cookie sheet for thunder,
a squeaky door for creaking timbers on the boat, and crackling a
piece of wadded paper for the sound of rain).



Place the chairs close together, side by side, facing each other with
one at each end facing in.   The seats may touch if the kids are
young enough to enjoy scrunching up in the boat, otherwise leave
room for their legs.  Tell them they are passengers on a ship on the
Adriatic Sea.

Tell the Bible story while playing the sound effects tape.  Make it as
real as possible by spraying the water bottle occasionally and
throwing the ropes and cargo boxes overboard.  Count the fourteen
days without food, drop the anchors, cut off the skiff and eat the
bread (crackers).

LESSON TIME!
Most of us have seen movies or read books about people being
shipwrecked and then washed up on some beautiful, enchanted
island.  They seem so adventurous and sometimes even fun, don’t
they?  But if you were actually caught in a violent storm, had to go
without food for a long period of time, and then washed up on
some strange island where someone wanted to kill you, would you
think it was adventurous and fun? Would you be afraid?  

We are going to learn about some men who actually came face to
face with these circumstances and they too, felt afraid.  But God
told them not to lose heart, but to have courage.  We should have
courage and never lose heart because God is faithful.

ACTS  27:13-17
When  the  sou th  w ind  bl ew  so f t l y ,  su p p os ing that
they  had  obtained  the i r  p u rp ose ,  p u t t ing ou t  t o  s ea,
they  sai l ed  c l ose  by  Cret e .  

Bu t  not  l ong af t er ,  a  t em p es tu ou s  head  w ind  arose ,
c al l ed  Eu roc lydon .  



S o  w hen  the  sh ip  w as  c au gh t ,  and  c ou ld  not  head
in to  the  w ind ,  w e  l e t  her  d r i v e .  

And  ru nn ing u nder  the  she l t er  o f  an  i s l and  c al l ed
C lau da,  w e  s ec u red  the  sk i f f  w i th  d i f f i c u l t y .  

When  they  had  t aken  i t  on  board ,  they  u sed  c abl es  t o
u ndergi rd  the  sh ip ;  and  f ear ing l es t  they  shou ld  ru n
agrou nd  on  the  S yr t i s  S ands ,  they  s t ru c k  sai l  and  so
w ere  d r i v en .

Paul was on a ship with other prisoners and passengers making his
way to Rome to stand trial before Caesar.  They were sailing along
the coast of Crete to reach the Phoenix Harbor when they were
caught by a storm (or a hurricane like wind) and were driven
helplessly to the open sea.

This sounds pretty scary doesn’t it?  Do you suppose that Paul was
scared? God had already promised him that he would preach the
gospel in Rome (Acts 23:11).  So Paul knew that he was going to
make it, but he did not know what he might have to go through in
order to get there.   He could have been very fearful, but instead he
took courage in the Lord and His promises.  That is what we need to
do when difficult times happen to us.

ACTS  27:18-26
And  bec au se  w e  w ere  exc eed ingly  t em p es t -t os sed ,  the
next  day  they  l i gh t ened  the  sh ip .  

On  the  th i rd  day  w e  th rew  the  sh ip 's  t ac k l e
ov erboard  w i th  ou r  ow n  hands .  

N ow  w hen  ne i ther  su n  nor  s t ar s  ap p eared  f or  m any
days ,  and  no  sm al l  t em p es t  beat  on  u s ,  al l  hop e  that
w e w ou ld  be  sav ed  w as  f inal l y  gi v en  u p .



Bu t  af t er  l ong abs t inenc e  f rom  f ood ,  then  Pau l  s t ood
in  the  m ids t  o f  them  and  said ,  "M en ,  you  shou ld
hav e  l i s t ened  to  m e ,  and  not  hav e  sai l ed  f rom  Cret e
and  inc u rred  th i s  d i sas t er  and  l os s .

“And  now  I  u rge  you  to  t ake  hear t ,  f or  there  w i l l  be
no  l os s  o f  l i f e  am ong you ,  bu t  on ly  o f  the  sh ip .  

“For  there  s t ood  by  m e th i s  n i gh t  an  ange l  o f  the  God
to  w hom  I  be long and  w hom  I  s erv e ,

“say ing,  'D o  not  be  af raid ,  Pau l ;  you  m u s t  be  brou gh t
bef ore  Caesar ;  and  indeed  God  has  gran ted  you  al l
those  w ho  sai l  w i th  you . '  

“Theref ore  t ake  hear t ,  m en ,  f or  I  be l i ev e  God  that  i t
w i l l  be  j u s t  as  i t  w as  t o ld  m e.   How ev er ,  w e  m u s t  ru n
agrou nd  on  a c er t ain  i s l and ."

The storm raged on, so the next day they threw all their cargo
overboard and the day after that all the ship’s tackle.  The storm
was so intense that after many days they gave up all hope of getting
out of the situation alive.  The passengers and probably most of the
crew had gone without food for many days.  The storm probably
destroyed most of their supplies.  Some of the men were seasick
and many were too discouraged to eat.  

Paul encouraged them with a message from God.  God through an
angel promised Paul a safe journey and that no one would die; only
the ship would be lost.  Twice Paul urged his shipmates to keep up
their courage and not lose heart.  Many of us can feel lost like in a
storm.  We may feel hopeless and discouraged, but God’s message
is the same for us, too.  We should have courage and never
lose heart because God is faithful.



ACTS  27:27-32
Bu t  w hen  the  f ou r t een th  n igh t  had  c om e,  as  w e  w ere
dr iv en  u p  and  dow n  in  the  Adr i at i c  S ea,  abou t
m idn igh t  the  sai l or s  s ensed  that  they  w ere  d raw ing
near  som e l and .  

And  they  t ook  sou nd ings  and  f ou nd  i t  t o  be  tw en ty
f athom s ;  and  w hen  they  had  gone  a l i t t l e  f ar ther ,
they  t ook  sou nd ings  again  and  f ou nd  i t  t o  be  f i f t een
f athom s .

Then ,  f ear ing l es t  w e  shou ld  ru n  agrou nd  on  the
roc ks ,  they  d rop p ed  f ou r  anc hors  f rom  the  s t ern ,
and  p rayed  f or  day  t o  c om e.

 And  as  the  sai l or s  w ere  s eek ing t o  es c ap e  f rom  the
sh ip ,  w hen  they  had  l e t  dow n  the  sk i f f  i n to  the  s ea,
u nder  p ret ense  o f  p u t t ing ou t  anc hors  f rom  the
p row ,

Pau l  s aid  t o  the  c en tu r ion  and  the  so ld i er s ,  "Un les s
these  m en  s t ay  in  the  sh ip ,  you  c annot  be  sav ed ."  

Then  the  so ld i er s  c u t  aw ay  the  rop es  o f  the  sk i f f  and
le t  i t  f al l  o f f .

After two weeks in the storm, the sailors finally sensed they were
coming to some land.  When they came into shallow enough water,
they dropped anchors.  Some of the sailors on the ship were
making an attempt to escape, when Paul reminded the Centurion
(the one who was in charge) and the soldiers that the only way
“they” could be saved was if the men trying to escape stayed on the
ship.

So they cut the lifeboat loose so that no one had anyway of leaving
the ship and they had to totally depend on the Lord for



deliverance.  This was a big deal, because most of the 276 people on
the ship were not Christians.  The men trying to escape probably
thought they had a better plan, but Paul reminded them that God’s
plan for deliverance was and still is the only sure way to be saved.
We should have courage and never lose heart because God
is faithful.

ACTS  27:33-38
And  as  day  w as  abou t  t o  daw n ,  Pau l  im p lored  them
al l  t o  t ake  f ood ,  s ay ing,  "Today  i s  the  f ou r t een th  day
you  hav e  w ai t ed  and  c on t inu ed  w i thou t  f ood ,  and
eat en  noth ing.  

Theref ore  I  u rge  you  to  t ake  nou r i shm ent ,  f or  th i s  i s
f or  you r  su rv iv al ,  s inc e  not  a hai r  w i l l  f al l  f rom  the
head  o f  any  o f  you ."  

And  w hen  he  had  said  these  th ings ,  he  t ook  bread
and  gav e  thanks  t o  God  in  the  p resenc e  o f  them  al l ;
and  w hen  he  had  broken  i t  he  began  to  eat .

Then  they  w ere  al l  enc ou raged ,  and  al so  t ook  f ood
them se lv es .  

And  in  al l  w e  w ere  tw o  hu ndred  and  sev en ty -s i x
p ersons  on  the  sh ip .  

S o  w hen  they  had  eat en  enou gh ,  they  l i gh t ened  the
sh ip  and  th rew  ou t  the  w heat  in to  the  s ea.

Paul had total confidence in the Lord to keep them all safe, so he
encouraged them to eat for their nourishment and their survival.
He openly gave thanks to God in the presence of all of them.  So
they ate and were encouraged and when they had eaten enough,
they lightened the ship by throwing the remaining wheat into the
sea.  Paul’s example of confidence in the Lord is a great example to



us.  We too, can have total confidence in the Lord and be
encouraged no matter what the circumstance.  We should have
courage and never lose heart because God is faithful

ACTS  27:39-41
N ow  w hen  i t  w as  day ,  they  d id  not  rec ogn i z e  the
l and ;  bu t  they  observ ed  a bay  w i th  a beac h ,  on to
w h ic h  they  p l anned  to  ru n  the  sh ip  i f  p os s ibl e .  

And  they  l e t  go  the  anc hors  and  l e f t  them  in  the  s ea,
m eanw h i l e  l oos ing the  ru dder  rop es ;  and  they
ho i s t ed  the  m ainsai l  t o  the  w ind  and  m ade f or  shore .  

Bu t  s t r i k ing a p l ac e  w here  tw o  seas  m et ,  they  ran  the
sh ip  agrou nd ;  and  the  p row  s tu c k  f as t  and  rem ained
im m ov able ,  bu t  the  s t ern  w as  be ing broken  u p  by  the
v io l enc e  o f  the  w av es .

When they saw a sandy beach, they decided to try running the ship
aground.  So they cut the anchors and rudders and hoisted the
foresail and headed for the beach.  The ship struck a sandbar that
the sailors had not seen and because of the beating of the waves
during the storm, the ship began to break into pieces.

ACTS  27:42-44
N ow  the  so ld i er s '  p l an  w as  t o  k i l l  t he  p r i soners ,  l es t
any  o f  them  shou ld  sw im  aw ay  and  es c ap e .  

Bu t  the  c en tu r ion ,  w an t ing t o  s av e  Pau l ,  k ep t  them
f rom  the i r  p u rp ose ,  and  c om m anded  that  those  w ho
c ou ld  sw im  shou ld  ju m p  ov erboard  f i r s t  and  get  t o
l and ,

and  the  res t ,  som e on  boards  and  som e on  broken
p iec es  o f  the  sh ip .   And  so  i t  w as  that  they  al l
es c ap ed  saf e ly  t o  l and .



The soldiers were accountable, with their own lives, if any of the
prisoners escaped.  So they made a plan to kill the prisoners so
none of them could swim away and escape.  But the centurion
wanted to spare Paul’s life because he saw the value and worthiness
of his life and stopped the soldiers’ plans, but it was actually God
who spared Paul’s life.  The passengers (soldiers and prisoners) and
the ship’s crew who could not swim were urged to float ashore on
any pieces of debris left from the destroyed ship.  As Paul
predicted, the ship was lost, but no one perished.  We should
have courage and never lose heart because God is faithful.

Help
You will need club soda or sprite, modeling clay (a very tiny
amount), and a clear drinking glass.

Before class make about five tiny balls of clay, each about the size
of a grain of rice.  Have the kids watch what happens when you
pour a glass full of soda then drop tiny bits of clay into it.  The
bubbles stick to the clay and raise it to the top of the liquid.  The
clay then falls back to the bottom and the bubbles bring it up again.

Explain how God sticks to us always, and when we have trouble, He
always pulls us up to the top, even though He doesn’t always take
us out of the trouble.

ACTS  28:1-6
N ow  w hen  they  had  es c ap ed ,  they  then  f ou nd  ou t
that  the  i s l and  w as  c al l ed  M al t a.  

And  the  nat i v es  show ed  u s  u nu su al  k indnes s ;  f or
they  k ind l ed  a f i re  and  m ade u s  al l  w e l c om e,  bec au se
of  the  rain  that  w as  f al l i ng and  bec au se  o f  the  c o ld .  



Bu t  w hen  Pau l  had  gathered  a bu nd le  o f  s t i c k s  and
laid  them  on  the  f i re ,  a  v ip er  c am e ou t  bec au se  o f
the  heat ,  and  f as t ened  on  h i s  hand .  

S o  w hen  the  nat i v es  s aw  the  c reatu re  hanging f rom
hi s  hand ,  they  said  t o  one  another ,  "N o  dou bt  th i s
m an  i s  a m u rderer ,  w hom , thou gh  he  has  es c ap ed  the
sea,  yet  j u s t i c e  does  not  al l ow  to  l i v e ."  

Bu t  he  shook  o f f  the  c reatu re  in to  the  f i re  and
su f f ered  no  harm .

How ev er ,  they  w ere  exp ec t ing that  he  w ou ld  sw el l  u p
or  su dden ly  f al l  dow n  dead ;  bu t  af t er  they  had
looked  f or  a l ong t im e and  saw  no  harm  c om e to  h im ,
they  c hanged  the i r  m inds  and  said  that  he  w as  a god .

They were shipwrecked on a small island called Malta.  The
islanders at Malta showed hospitality and kindness; they made a
fire for them and welcomed them.  While Paul was laying sticks on
the fire a snake came out and was wrapped around Paul’s hand.
The natives had some superstition that because he had a snake on
his hand he was a murderer, but Paul shook the snake off and he
suffered no harm.  The islanders were watching Paul to see if he
would swell up or suddenly die.  When he did not, they changed
their minds and said he was a god.

ACTS  28:7-10
N ow  in  that  region  there  w as  an  es t at e  o f  the  l ead ing
c i t i z en  o f  the  i s l and ,  w hose  nam e w as  Pu bl iu s ,  w ho
rec e iv ed  u s  and  en ter t ained  u s  c ou r t eou s ly  f or  th ree
days .

And  i t  hap p ened  that  the  f ather  o f  Pu bl iu s  l ay  s i c k  o f
a f ev er  and  dysen tery .  Pau l  w en t  in  t o  h im  and



p rayed ,  and  he  l aid  h i s  hands  on  h im  and  heal ed
h im .  

S o  w hen  th i s  w as  done ,  the  res t  o f  those  on  the
i s l and  w ho  had  d i s eases  al so  c am e and  w ere  heal ed .  

They  al so  honored  u s  in  m any  w ays ;  and  w hen  w e
dep ar t ed ,  they  p rov ided  su c h  th ings  as  w ere
nec es sary .

A man by the name of Publius took Paul and others to his house for
three days. While Paul was on the island God used him to heal
Publius’ father and many others on the island who were sick.  The
islanders honored the shipwrecked men in many ways and gave
them supplies before they set sail three months later.

Many of the missionaries we support face similar circumstances as
they share Jesus with others.  They travel to places were they do
not know what kind of reception they will receive from strangers,
or if they will even be welcomed.  What a great encouragement it
must have been for Paul and the others to receive such kindness
and honor.  God used this circumstance to reveal Himself to the
whole island of Malta.  We should have courage and never lose
heart because God is faithful.

ACTS  28:11-16
Af t er  th ree  m onths  w e  sai l ed  in  an  Al exandr i an  sh ip
w hose  f i gu rehead  w as  the  Tw in  Bro thers ,  w h i c h  had
w in tered  at  the  i s l and .  

And  l and ing at  S yrac u se ,  w e  s t ayed  th ree  days .

From  there  w e  c i r c l ed  rou nd  and  reac hed  Rhegiu m .
And  af t er  one  day  the  sou th  w ind  bl ew ;  and  the  next
day  w e  c am e to  Pu t eo l i ,



w here  w e  f ou nd  brethren ,  and  w ere  inv i t ed  t o  s t ay
w i th  them  sev en  days .
And  so  w e  w en t  t ow ard  Rom e.

 And  f rom  there ,  w hen  the  brethren  heard  abou t  u s ,
they  c am e to  m eet  u s  as  f ar  as  Ap p i i  Foru m  and
Three  Inns .   When  Pau l  s aw  them , he  thanked  God
and  took  c ou rage .  

N ow  w hen  w e c am e to  Rom e,  the  c en tu r ion  de l i v ered
the  p r i soners  t o  the  c ap tain  o f  the  gu ard ;  bu t  Pau l
w as  p erm i t t ed  t o  dw el l  by  h im se l f  w i th  the  so ld i er
w ho  gu arded  h im .

They sailed on toward Rome, stopped in Syracuse and stayed three
days.  They sailed on further and when they came to a place called
Puteoli, Paul found some brethren (or other believers in Christ) and
he stayed with them seven days.  Seeing the believers in the towns
where they stopped encouraged Paul and he thanked God.  When
they finally arrived in Rome the centurion gave the prisoners to
the Captain of the Guard, but because Paul was so trusted, he was
permitted to stay by himself with only one soldier who guarded
him.

Paul’s example is a great example to us today.  He was a prisoner on
his way to stand trial, was in a violent storm, hungry, shipwrecked
and even thought of being a murderer by strangers.  However,
through all of these trials, God was faithful and encouraged Paul.
He used Paul to be an encouragement to others.  God protected him
and kept him safe.  He used him to heal others.  He surrounded
him with other Christians and He granted him favor with the
Centurion.  In the midst of the storm, God sent an angel to Paul to
tell him to have courage and not lose heart, that He would be
faithful.  We should have courage and never lose heart
because God is faithful.



Heart
You will need colored construction paper, scissors, and markers.
Show your students how to fold a piece of paper to cut out a heart.
Let them cut one out and write the memory verse on it.  Have them
decorate the hearts while you discuss what it means to “not lose
heart.”

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving for the faithfulness of
God.  If there are any children who have not yet responded to the
gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




