
Lesson 054

Moses Dies

Deuteronomy 34



MEMORY VERSE
Deuteronomy 34:10
“But since then there has not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses,
whom the LORD knew face to face,”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Small cardboard tablets (to represent the Ten Commandments), a
stick (representing Moses’ staff) and a pair of sandals (to represent
Moses at the burning bush).

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Faithful Service
As you begin to teach, choose four or five students who would like
to volunteer to serve you.  Tell them to stand up and hold some
things for you (it could be the trash can, ruler, your Bible).  You can
also be creative and come up with some “strange” requests but
don’t tell them why you are asking them to do this.

At some later point in the lesson, use this as an illustration.  The
children who were the servants did the request no matter how
strange it seemed.  We are called to be faithful to everything that
the Lord asks us to do, even if it seems strange to us. As we will see
in our final lesson on Moses, he was a faithful servant to the end.
We will review his life in today’s lesson and see how he spent his
life faithfully serving the Lord.  God desires us to be faithful
servants.



LESSON TIME!
In this last chapter of Deuteronomy, we see how Moses finished his
life.  Warren Wiersbe said, “When your time comes to die, the
important thing is not the grandeur of your funeral but the
greatness of your life.  In fact, how you live now will determine
how you will die then.”  

Moses was a great man of God.  He was also very faithful in what
the Lord had given him to do.  There has been a lot that we have
been able to learn from his life over the past weeks.  Let us see what
we can learn and apply to our lives from this great man of God
even in his death.  God desires us to be faithful servants.

D EUTERON OM Y 34:1-4
Then  M oses  w en t  u p  f rom  the  p l ain s  o f  M oab to
M ou nt  N ebo ,  t o  the  t op  o f  Pi sgah ,  w h i c h  i s  ac ros s
f rom  J er i c ho .  And  the  LORD  show ed  h im  al l  the  l and
of  G i l ead  as  f ar  as  D an ,

al l  N ap htal i  and  the  l and  o f  Ep hraim  and  M anas seh ,
al l  t he  l and  o f  J u dah  as  f ar  as  the  Wes t ern  S ea,

the  S ou th ,  and  the  p l ain  o f  the  Val l ey  o f  J er i c ho ,  the
c i t y  o f  p alm  t rees ,  as  f ar  as  Z oar .

Then  the  LORD  said  t o  h im , "Th i s  i s  the  l and  o f
w h i c h  I  sw ore  t o  gi v e  Abraham , I s aac ,  and  J ac ob,
say ing,  ' I  w i l l  gi v e  i t  t o  you r  desc endant s . '  I  hav e
c au sed  you  to  s ee  i t  w i th  you r  eyes ,  bu t  you  shal l  no t
c ros s  ov er  there ."

Here we see Moses still obeying the Lord as the Lord tells him to go
up to Mount Nebo.  The Lord showed Moses all of the land that He
would give to the children of Israel, as He had promised to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.



God is always faithful to His promises.  God showed the land to
Moses as he promised.  This was the goal that Moses had longed for,
for many years; but Moses was only able to see God’s fulfilled
promise and not enter into it.  Moses had earlier misrepresented
God’s heart to the people.  This was the consequence of that sin;
still, God in His mercy, took Moses alone to show him the land and
remind him of Israel’s future just before He went to be with the
Lord.  Even though we sin and suffer consequences because of it,
God is still loving, kind, and merciful.  God desires us to be
faithful servants.

D EUTERON OM Y 34:5-8
S o  M oses  the  s erv an t  o f  the  LORD  d i ed  there  in  the
l and  o f  M oab,  ac c ord ing t o  the  w ord  o f  the  LORD .  

And  He  bu r i ed  h im  in  a v al l ey  in  the  l and  o f  M oab,
op p os i t e  Beth  Peor ;  bu t  no  one  know s  h i s  grav e  t o
th i s  day .

M oses  w as  one  hu ndred  and  tw en ty  years  o ld  w hen
he d i ed .  Hi s  eyes  w ere  not  d im  nor  h i s  natu ral  v i gor
d im in i shed .  

And  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l  w ep t  f or  M oses  in  the
p lain s  o f  M oab th i r t y  days .  S o  the  days  o f  w eep ing
and  m ou rn ing f or  M oses  ended .

One of the most precious things is said of Moses at the end of his
life.  Moses is not called the Pharaoh of Egypt as he could have
been, but he is called, “the servant of the Lord.”  It is a privilege to
be a servant of the Almighty God, and each and every one of us can
choose to be a servant of the Lord.  

In the book of Hebrews we are told, “Moses refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  Choosing rather to suffer affliction with
the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season…”



(Hebrews 11:24-29)  May it be said of each of us at our passing that
we chose to serve the Lord rather than the things of this world.    

We see that Moses, the servant of the Lord dies on the mountain.
Moses spent many intimate times in the mountains with God, now
he would end his life there, in fellowship and sharing with the
Lord, His God and His best friend.  

And this righteous man was buried by the Lord Himself.  No one
knows where he was buried, but it was somewhere in Moab, in the
valley opposite Beth Peor.  This was the valley where the children
of Israel camped while Moses gave them the instructions and
blessing from God (Deuteronomy 5-33).  

Moses was 120 years old when he died and his strength was still
strong.  The children of Israel mourned for thirty day for Moses.
He was a great leader, a great man of God, and one who loved them
greatly.  He would be greatly missed by the people.  God desires
us to be faithful servants.

Simon Says
Play a short game of Simon Says.  Use it to illustrate faithfulness to
obey only what Simon said.

Moses was faithful to obey everything that the Lord asked him to
do.  God desires us to be faithful too.

D EUTERON OM Y 34:9
N ow  J oshu a the  son  o f  N u n  w as  f u l l  o f  the  sp i r i t  o f
w i sdom , f or  M oses  had  l aid  h i s  hands  on  h im ; so  the
c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l  heeded  h im , and  d id  as  the  LORD
had  c om m anded  M oses .

Now we see Joshua coming to be the leader of the children of Israel.
Joshua was also a faithful man who served the Lord and had been



trained by Moses for many years.  God has a wonderful plan for
each of our lives, but it may take a while to realize it.  Joshua was
an older man at this time, but had been prepared through many
experiences with Moses for this important call on his life.  

We also see an interesting picture of God’s salvation in our story
today.  We see that Moses brought Israel to the borders of the land,
but died and could not take them in himself.  That shows us that
the law made nothing perfect (Hebrews 7:19).  It will bring us into a
wilderness of conviction, but not into Canaan or rest and peace.
Moses was an example of the law.  

Joshua, (an example of Jesus) was to do for us that which “the law
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh” (Romans 8:3).
God prepared Joshua for the task at hand for he was “full of the
Spirit of wisdom.”  

In other words, we can never get to the place that God wants us to
be by being a good person or by keeping all of the rules of the Bible
or the law.  We need to have a relationship with Jesus.  Jesus
provides for us the way to get to the place of His promises (the
place of peace and rest, a picture of heaven) and that is only
through trust in Him.  We need to put our trust in Jesus and not
rely on our good works to save us.

We see that Moses had laid hands on Joshua and knew that Joshua
would take his place.  The people recognized the authority was now
upon Joshua for it tells us that they listened to him, and did as the
Lord had commanded Moses.  We see that it was God who gave
Joshua the skill to lead the Israelites.  

We can always know that whenever God calls us to do something
for Him, He will always equip us to do the work.



D EUTERON OM Y 34:10-12
Bu t  s inc e  then  there  has  not  ar i s en  in  I s rae l  a
p rop het  l i k e  M oses ,  w hom  the  LORD  Wknew  f ac e  t o
f ac e ,

in  al l  t he  s i gns  and  w onders  w h i c h  the  LORD  sen t
h im  to  do  in  the  l and  o f  Egyp t ,  be f ore  Pharaoh ,
bef ore  al l  h i s  s erv an t s ,  and  in  al l  h i s  l and ,

and  by  al l  t hat  m igh ty  p ow er  and  al l  t he  great  t er ror
w h i c h  M oses  p er f orm ed  in  the  s i gh t  o f  al l  I s rae l .

And now we see Moses praised for he was truly a righteous man.
Moses had an intimacy with the Lord that no one else had.  The
Bible says of Moses, “whom the Lord knew face to face as a friend”
(Exodus 33:11; Numbers 12:7, 8).  May we have that same kind of
relationship with the Lord today!  God desires us to be faithful
servants.

Moses was the one who God used to do miraculous signs, wonders
and awesome deeds.  He was used by God to deliver His law to His
people, build the Tabernacle, lead the Israelites out of Egypt, and so
much more.  Yet, the greatest thing said of him was that he was the
“friend of God.”  

As great as a man as Moses was, we must remember also that God
desires to use us in many small and great ways.  We must be
faithful to all God puts into our hands, and remember that we need
that intimate time with our God, for we shall one day see Him face
to face.  God desires us to be faithful servants.

A Lifetime of Example
Bring some props that help indicate the ways Moses was faithful to
God in his lifetime.  For example:  Bring in some small cardboard
“tablets” with the Ten Commandments on them and have a child



stand and hold it up.  Remind them that Moses faithfully went up
the mountain and spent 40 days receiving the commandments
from God.

Bring in a stick to represent a rod and have the children guess
which acts of faithfulness it represents (dividing of the Red Sea,
water from the rock, turning into a snake, etc.)

You can also bring in sandals that a child can place on the ground
in front of him reminding the class of Moses’ early faithfulness at
the burning bush.  Try to think of one or two others to illustrate
faithfulness.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to faithfully serve the
Lord all of their lives.  If there are any children who have not yet
responded to the gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




